Trap League Etiquette:
As most of you know, Evans Rod and Gun Club is now an ATA Certified club. ATA members that shoot in our leagues or special tournaments can register their birds per ATA rules.

Our club now has three operational trap fields, radar tested machines, and is fully ATA ready.

We have received some criticism from experienced ATA shooters regarding Trap Line etiquette. Some of the major concern:

· Shell catchers are required
· No Excessive Talking on the line 
· Gun safety (chamber/action must be open when it’s not your turn, off the line, in the club, etc.)

Evans Rod and Gun Club is constantly improving the club, we are open to suggestions. Please contact me if you have any suggestion or comments that may improve Trap Shooting at the club.

Below is an excerpt from a 2014 Field and Stream article by Phil Bourjaily:
“Trap has the reputation as the least friendly of the shotgun sports, which is only partially deserved. Trap shooters do complain a lot, and they are the fussiest about having the timing of a squad disrupted by a new shooter. That’s because trap isn’t about marksmanship, it’s a game of rhythm and focus. One person can make a whole squad shoot worse.
**Load One Shell at a Time **
It seems obvious, but I see new shooters stuff magazines full of shells on the trap field all the time. Your action should be open and your gun unloaded until it’s your turn to shoot. You can have a shell in the chamber and the action open as you wait, then close the gun when it’s your turn.
**Shell Catcher **
You don’t want your hulls to hit the ground or, worse, the person next to you. Hold your hand over the breech of a break action to catch the ejected hull and put it in your vest pocket. If you shoot a semiautomatic, put a fairly stout rubber band around the receiver in front of the bolt handle to keep shells from ejecting.
Quiet
Keep quiet during the round. This goes double if the traps are voice-activated, because any time you talk, they throw a bird. There is plenty of time to talk after the round is over.
**Rhythm **
Be ready to shoot when it’s your turn. Don’t rush, but don’t dawdle either. Take your safety off before the round starts and leave it off until you’re done. You will only annoy yourself and everyone else when you forget to take it off.
**Lost call **
When you miss, the scorekeeper will call “lost.” He or she is not taunting you but, in fact, doing you a favor. You may have seen a chip come off the target that the scorekeeper missed and you can correct the score if you care about it. Dust coming off the target doesn’t count. Any visible piece does.” 
Thank you,

Ed Scheuer
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